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December 8th, 2019 

Call His Name Jesus 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
BIBLE IN A YEAR READING PLAN 
Dec 1  1 Cor 9-11  Dec 5  2 Cor 5-9 
Dec 2  1 Cor 12-14  Dec 6  2 Cor 10-13 
Dec 3  1 Cor 15-16  Dec 7  Galatians 1-3 
Dec 4  2 Cor 1-4   Dec 8  Galatians 4-6 
  
Lesson Idea: Continuing our study of Matthew 1, our 
lesson today focuses on the angel’s visit to Joseph and 
the significance of the naming of Jesus. The angel gave 
Joseph the assurance and instruction to take Mary as his 
wife and be a part of the Divine plan to bring God’s Son 
into the world. The passage also reveals several names 
which indicate the purpose of the coming of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Immanuel. 
 
Cross References:  Luke 1:26-38; Philippians 2:5-11 

 
Matthew 1:18-25 English Standard Version 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 
 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 
She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel"(which means, God 
with us). 
 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew 
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 
 
Verses 18-19  The Birth of Jesus Christ 

• V 18. In announcing “the birth of Jesus Christ,” what 
does “Christ” mean? 

• V 18. What did it mean to be betrothed in their 
society? Why does Matthew emphasize that Mary 
“was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit?” 

• V 19. Why did Joseph want to divorce Mary quietly? 
 
Notes:   
    The name “Christ” means “Messiah” and referred to 
God’s Anointed One. The Jews had long awaited the 
coming of the Messiah who would deliver God’s people 
out of their bondage. Prophecies confirmed that He 
would come from the line of King David, and most 1st 
century Jews expected Him to be a military leader who 
would overthrow foreign rule and bring autonomous 
political power back to Israel. Both the lineages of Jesus 
(in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38) demonstrate that 
His human ancestry was that of King David through 
Mary, but also legally though His adopted father Joseph.  
    In announcing His birth to Mary in Luke 1:31-33, the 
angel declared:  

“31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you 
are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 
him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign 
over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will 
never end.” 

But Jesus would later tell Pilate during His trial: “My 
Kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36). Jesus was and 
is the Messiah (the Christ), but He was not the type of 
King the people expected or wanted, He was the 
Anointed One that we all need. 
    Betrothal in the 1st century Jewish society was a legally 
binding covenant between families that pledged a man 
and a woman to be married. The betrothal period 
generally lasted about a year during which time the 
woman stayed in her parent’s home, while the man 
prepared a home for the two of them to live in once the 
betrothal period ended and they were wed. This time 
also served as a period of testing to make sure they 
would be faithful to one another without any physical 
contact between the two. Because it was legally binding, 
the betrothal could be broken only by death or divorce. 
    When Mary was “found to be with child” the natural 
supposition was that she had been unfaithful to Joseph. 
Being a “just man” meant that Joseph sought to live his 
life according to the Laws of God. If Mary had been 
unfaithful to him, the Law allowed him to have her 
stoned to death (see Deuteronomy 22:20-21). 
Apparently, Joseph loved Mary and felt compassion for 
her, because he did not want to cause her public shame. 
The Law also allowed for a man to divorce an unfaithful 
partner (see Deuteronomy 24:1), so Joseph 
contemplated doing this privately. It is fitting that in 
God’s plan for bringing His Son into the world, that the 
man who would have a paternal influence on Jesus was 
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one who desired to be righteous according to the Word 
of God (“just”), but also compassionate and loving. 
 
Verses 20-23  Call His Name Jesus--Immanuel 

• V 20. How did the angel address Joseph, and why? 

• V 21. Why did the angel command that the son’s 
name should be Jesus? 

• V 22-23. What prophecy would the birth of Jesus 
fulfill, and why is it significant? 

• V 23. The angel told Joseph to name the Son Jesus—
so why did the prophet say His name would be called 
Immanuel? What is the significance of this name? 

 
Notes:   
    The angel addressed Joseph by both his name and his 
lineage as a “son of David.” In doing so, he reassured 
Joseph that God knew him by name, but also reminded 
him that he belonged to a royal line. The angel told him 
not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife, because the life 
within her womb was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
    In Luke 1, Mary asked how this would come about, 
since she was a virgin. The angel Gabriel explained: “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the 
holy Child shall be called the Son of God.” (Luke 1:35) 
David Guzik, in his commentary on Luke, explains:  

    The word overshadow means "to cover with a 
cloud," like the cloud of Shekinah glory (Exodus 16:10, 
19:9, 24:16, 34:5, 40:34) or the cloud of transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:34). 
     This cloud is a visible manifestation of the glory and 
presence of God; this means that the same power of 
God that was with Moses and others in the Old 
Testament is now going to do a unique work in the life 
of Mary. 

    The angel commanded Joseph to give the baby the 
name “Jesus.” Guzik, Matthew, points out: 

    The name Jesus (“The Salvation of Yahweh”) was 
fairly common in that day (Josephus mentions 12 
different men named “Jesus” in his writings), but it is 
supremely blessed in our day. As was later said by the 
Apostle Peter, there is no other name under heaven by 
which men must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

It wasn’t the name Jesus that made Him special. He was 
special, because He was God’s Son who came to bring 
salvation to mankind. He was given the name Jesus, 
because it reflected His purpose in coming. His name 
became significant, because of His mission. Philippians 
2:9-11 reminds us that because He accomplished His 
work, that “God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on 
Him the name which is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every 
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” 
    Guzik also notes about the angel’s explanation of 
Jesus’ mission:  

Wonderfully, it says “His people.” If it had said, “God’s 
people,” we might have thought it was reserved for 
the Jewish people alone. But it isn’t belonging to 
Abraham that brings salvation from sin; it is belonging 
to Jesus, being one of His people. 

    The angel said that Jesus’ birth would fulfill the 
prophecy found in Isaiah 7:14: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Immanuel. The word “virgin” in Hebrew can mean either 
“virgin” or “young woman,” but the Septuagint (Greek 
Old Testament) and Matthew’s gospel in Greek both use 
a word (parthenon) which has no other translation but 
“virgin.” The virgin birth was an unmistakable part of 
God’s plan. 
    The name Immanuel means “God with us,” and 
emphasizes the incarnation—that God the eternal Son 
“became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 
glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” (see John 1:14) Charles Spurgeon 
shared the significance of Immanuel for us: “Then, if 
Jesus Christ be ‘God with us,’ let us come to God without 
any question or hesitancy. Whoever you may be you 
need no priest or intercessor to introduce you to God, 
for God has introduced himself to you.” 
 
Verses 24-25  The Obedience of Joseph 

• V 24. How did Joseph respond to the message? 

• V 25. Why does Matthew emphasize that Joseph 
“knew her not until she had given birth to a son?” 

• What is the beauty of the last sentence: “And he 
called his name Jesus?” 

 
Notes:   
    Joseph responded to the message of the Lord with 
immediate obedience, setting a great example for us all. 
Not only did he obey and take Mary as his wife, he also 
respected and protected her virginity while she carried 
God’s Son. The last sentence also emphasizes Joseph’s 
obedient nature as he called the baby’s name Jesus. 
Naming a child in their culture was usually the 
prerogative of the father; and in this case, Joseph 
obeyed the true Heavenly Father’s directive for His Son, 
and he called His name Jesus. 
 

Bro Stan 


